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minutes, and then had a fairly long wait before
making her last appearance, I was, as I have stated,
her understudy. In the theatre it is understood that
understudies remain until their principal has made
her last entrance. But it occurred to me that, in this
case, it would be quite safe to leave after I had seen
Mrs. Campbell make her first entrance in the last
act. And so one day I asked her whether there
was any necessity for me to wait till the end. Mrs.
Campbell thought that there was no necessity.
Undoubtedly, I should have made it my business
to obtain official permission from the Stage Manager,
but I considered Mrs. Campbell's agreement was
sufficient, and I used to leave before the end . . .
without the official consent of the proper authority.
One evening, during the long wait in the last act,
Mrs. Campbell was, as usual, in her dressing-room.
In making some movement she dislodged an electric
fan which, in falling, made a severe gash on her
shoulder. Mrs. Campbell at once called her dresser,
" Where is Elsa ? " she asked. " I can't finish
the play; she must go on with the part."
She was told that I had already left the theatre.
Mrs. Campbell then very courageously asked for a
stiff brandy and had her shoulder bandaged. She
then went on to the stage and finished the play;
having forbidden those who knew about her accident
to mention it, for fear that I should get into trouble
if it were found out that I had left. The next
night I naturally heard from my colleagues of the
unfortunate incident and realised, for the first time,
the gravity of my offence in not consulting the
Stage Manager. However, Mrs. Campbell was
sporting enough to have the matter kept a secret,